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				Teacher Grants


2023 Teacher Grant Winners Announced!  Congratulations to all who has received an award.  Information will be sent to each of you directly with further details.  


Click Here to see who has been awarded a Grant for 2023!
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				Connect DeSoto Internship Program


Coming soon - check back for more information about our program!

				
				

			

		

			

			
		

	


	
		
		
				About Us
	Economic Development
	Buildings & Sites
	Living In DeSoto
	Bridging the Gap
	Contact Us


		


		
			
				DISTRIBUTION & SUPPLY CHAIN LOGISTICS


Transportation and Supply Chain Logistics relates to how goods are moved from one place to another. Transportation and Supply Chain Logistics industries need motivated people with new ideas to ensure the U.S. transportation system continue to work efficiently. This pathway includes the planning, management and movement of people, materials and products by road, air, rail and water. It also includes related professional and technical services, such as infrastructure planning and management, logistics and maintenance of equipment and facilities.


	Career Options

		Forkift/Machine Operator
	Truck Driver
	Inventory Control Manager
	Supply Chain Manager
	Maintenance Technician
	Railroad Worker
	Air Traffic Controller
	and more!


	
	Training Programs
		DeSoto Co. Schools Career and Technology Center East (CTCE)
	Northwest Mississippi Community College
	160 Driving Academy


	
	Local Employers
		Helen of Troy
	Teleflex
	Future Electronics
	Witron
	Barrett Distribution


	





MANUFACTURING


Manufacturing is one of the oldest industries in the technological world. Manufacturing industries are the chief wealth-producing sectors of an economy. Manufacturing employs a huge share of the labor force and produces materials required by sectors of strategic importance, such as national infrastructure and defense. This pathway includes careers that manufacture products, maintain production facilities and improve the production process.


	Career Options

		Welder
	Machinist/CNC Programmer
	Assembler
	Production Supervisor
	Pipefitter
	Maintenance Technician
	Quality Control Inspector
	Engineer
	and more!


	
	Training Programs
		DeSoto Co. Schools Career and Technology Center East (CTCE)
	Northwest Mississippi Community College


	
	Local Employers
		Intuitive Surgical
	Whitmor
	DMC Power


	





ENGINEERING


Almost everything you see was designed by engineers or designers before being constructed. High-rise buildings, bridges and spaceships require the expertise of architects, engineers, and designers. If you are interested in being part of something like designing a condo on the beach, or designing a ship, airplane or electronic device, consider a career in engineering or design. Positions are available in a wide variety of workplaces, including hospitals, government agencies, corporate research and development departments, forensic laboratories, and scientific classrooms.


	Career Options

		Civil Engineer
	Surveyor
	Mapping Technician
	Drafter
	Polymer Scientist
	Nuclear Engineer
	Civil Engineering Technician
	and more!


	
	Training Programs
		DeSoto Co. Schools Career and Technology Center East (CTCE)
	Northwest Mississippi Community College


	
	Local Employers
		Civil Link
	Geotechnology


	





HEALTH SCIENCE


Healthcare is the fastest growing industry in the U.S. Technological advances have made new procedures and methods of diagnosis and treatment possible. Clinical developments, such as infection control, less invasive surgical techniques, advances in reproductive technology and gene therapy for cancer treatment, increase longevity and improve the quality of life for many people. Healthcare students prepare for careers promoting health and wellness and diagnosing and treating injuries and diseases. Some careers involve working with people and others involve researching or collecting and formatting data and information. Settings include hospitals, medical offices, laboratories, communities, sports areas, or cruise ships.


	Career Options

		Medical Coder
	Emergency Medical Technician
	Physical/Occupational Therapist
	Sonographer
	Dental Hygienist
	Respiratory Therapist
	Pharmacist
	Nurse
	and more!


	
	Training Programs
		DeSoto Co. Schools Career and Technology Center East (CTCE)
	Northwest Mississippi Community College


	
	Local Employers
		Baptist Memorial Hospital
	Methodist LeBonheur Healthcare Hospital
	Wings Hospital


	





AUTOMOTIVE


The auto industry is one of the most massive operations in the United States. Pursuing a career in the automotive industry can be a rewarding way to work hands-on with vehicles and technology. If you're considering a career involving cars, it's helpful to understand the responsibilities of various roles. Jobs in the automotive industry span many career segments, including maintenance, repair, design, development, sales and customer service.


	Career Options

		Automotive Technician
	Diesel Technician
	Autobody Repair
	Tow Truck Driver
	Windshield Repair Technician
	Autobody Painter
	Training Programs
			DeSoto Co. Schools Career and Technology Center East (CTCE)
	Northwest Mississippi Community College
	Moore Tech


		


	
	Local Employers
		Landers
	Edelbrock


	





INSURANCE AND FINANCE


The Insurance and Finance industry deals with the management, investment, transfer and lending of money. Every company utilizes money, and the finance area is responsible for the handling of these funds. The industry itself is very large, encompassing everything from small local businesses and banks to the multinational corporations and investment banks regularly featured in new headlines. The finance career pathway prepares students for careers in financial and investment planning, banking, insurance and business financial management. There are several fields of study in this pathway, including coporate finance, financial planning, investment banking, insurance and real estate.


	Career Options

		Bank Teller
	Insurance Appraiser
	Accountant
	Real Estate Broker
	Insurance Agent
	Financial Advisor
	Banker
	and more!


	
	Training Programs
		DeSoto Co. Schools Career and Technology Center East (CTCE)
	Northwest Mississippi Community College


	
	Local Employers
		Cadence Bank
	Bankplus
	Renasant Bank
	Southgroup Insurance
	Southern Bancorp
	Thrivent
	Citizens National
	Trustmark
	Northwest MS Association of REALTORs


	





ARCHITECTURE AND CONSTRUCTION


Houses, apartments, factories, roads, and bridges are some products of Architecture and Construction. This industry’s activities include designing and building structures, including site preparation, as well as adding and modifying existing ones. This industry includes landscaping, maintenance, repair and improvement of structures. This pathway prepares students for careers in designing, planning, managing, building and maintaining built environments. People employed in architecture and construction work on new structures, restorations, additions, alterations and repairs.


	Career Options

		Carpenter
	Plumber
	Architect
	Landscape Architect
	Construction Manager
	Electrician
	Interior Designer
	and more!


	
	Training Programs
		DeSoto Co. Schools Career and Technology Center East (CTCE)
	Northwest Mississippi Community College


	
	Local Employers
		Homebuilders Association of Northwest Mississippi
	Olive Branch Public Works
	Advance Electric
	Lehman-Roberts
	RC Construction
	Thompson Cat
	Nabholz
	Associated General Contractors - West Tennessee Region
	AIA


	





ENERGY AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS


Each day of our lives is centered on Energy. Without energy, your morning would be very different- no alarm clock, hot water, hair dryer, stove, air conditioning, television or car. All of these appliances and devices depend on natural gas, electricity or oil. Challenges lie ahead about how we provide energy reliably in a growing world while minimizing negative impacts on the environment.


	Career Options

		Utility Line Worker
	Fiber Optic Technician
	Construction Operator
	Electrician
	and more!


	
	Training Programs
		DeSoto Co. Schools Career and Technology Center East (CTCE)
	Northwest Mississippi Community College


	
	Local Employers
		Northcentral Electric Cooperative
	TVA
	Entergy
	Atmos Energy


	





LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY


The fields of Law and Public Safety involve planning, managing and providing legal, public safety, protective and homeland security services and also include the professional and technical-support asssitance of personnel within these fields. Careers in this field involve serving and/or protecting our citizens. Law and public safety workers are found in a variety of settings. This pathway prepares students for careers in such areas as criminology legal studies, forensics and psychology.


	Career Options

		Attorney
	Forensic Science Technician
	Firefighter
	Police Officer
	Paralegal/Legal Assistant
	Emergency Management Director
	Court Reporter
	Park Ranger
	and more!


	
	Training Programs
		DeSoto Co. Schools Career and Technology Center East (CTCE)
	Northwest Mississippi Community College


	
	Local Employers
		DeSoto Co. Sheriff's Department
	DeSoto County EMS
	MS National Guard
	Southaven Police Department
	Southaven Fire Department
	Olve Branch Police Department
	Air Force/ROTC


	





INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, ASTRONOMY, SPACE EXPLORATION, AEROSPACE STUDIES


An IT job can range from an IT support specialist, project manager, or software designer. Positions in this field cover a broad variety of roles that can vary depending on the company. An IT position generally involves managing and storing data using computers, software, databases, networks, and servers.


Aerospace includes the branch of technology and industry concerned with both aviation and space flight, with commercial, industrial, and military applications. The work of aerospace companies is to research, design, manufacture, analyze, test, and operate aircraft, spacecraft, rockets, and more. Aerospace projects are diverse and can include working on everything from space telescopes, to new propulsion systems, to missile guidance technologies, to the control and analysis software for all of the above.


	Career Options

		Computer Coder
	IT Support Specialist
	IT Project Manager
	Astronomer
	Aerospace Engineer
	Security Analyst
	Software Designer
	and more!


	
	Training Programs
		DeSoto Co. Schools Career and Technology Center East (CTCE)
	Northwest Mississippi Community College


	
	Local Employers
		Memphis Museum of Science and History
	FBI
	NASA
	U.S. Department of Homeland Security
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				The DeSoto Council's fiscal year is from January 1 to December 31. Members will be notified at the end of the year of their automatic renewal. Annual membership dues will be kept current to ensure the continued provision of property tax exemptions.



Thank You for Your Investment!


Susan Fernandez

sfernandez@desotocounty.com
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				Thank you! We will be in touch shortly regarding your application.
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				Join the DeSoto County Economic Development Council


The DeSoto Council is a membership-based organization that promotes business and economic development in DeSoto County. We work closely with business and industry, civic organizations, and county and city governments. We work to retain, expand, and create job opportunities in the area while also improving the quality of life for its residents. If you have any questions or would like to visit by phone or in person, please contact Susan Fernandez, Member Services Manager at 662-429-4414 or email sfernandez@desotocounty.com.


	Member Investment Schedule	Annual Dues
	Individual (Non-Business)/Non-Profit	$100
	Commercial/Professional Business - Small (under 3 employees)	$200
	Commercial/Professional Business - Large (4 or more employees)	$300
	Commercial/Industrial Real Estate/Developer	$1,000
	Industrial	$400 + $2 per employee
	Financial Institutions	Equation based on previous year deposits (FDIC Report)
	Utilities - Small	$500
	Utilities - Medium	$1,500
	Utilities - Large	$3,000
	Hospitals	$2,000
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				The International Trade & Commerce Opportunity Provided By the Memphis Metropolitan Area


	Distribution capital of the United States – located within 500 miles of 70% of the nation’s population
	World’s busiest air cargo airport
	FedEx hub
	Nation’s third largest inland port
	Intermodal facilities



Foreign-Trade Zone Savings


	Duty deferral
	Weekly entry / MPF savings
	Reduced cycle time
	Relief from inverted tariffs
	Duty exemptions
	Exemption from state and local ad valorem taxes



Mississippi Location


	Pro-business state
	Generous state and local tax incentives
	Excellent and inexpensive labor base




[image: ]




Foreign-Trade Zone Savings


Duty Deferral


No Customs duty is charged on merchandise while it is in a Foreign-Trade Zone, and there is no limit on the length of time merchandise may be kept in a Foreign-Trade Zone. Customs duty is paid only when the merchandise exits the zone and enters the commerce of the United States. By deferring the duty, capital is freed for more important needs.


Inverted Tariff Relief


Generally, if a foreign component is brought into a Foreign-Trade Zone or Subzone and manufactured into a product that carries a lower Customs duty rate, then the lower rate applies to the foreign component.


Weekly Entry / MPF Savings


The current Customs Merchandise Processing (User) Fee (MPF) of .3464% (.003464) ad valorem is only applicable to the value of foreign non-duty paid merchandise imported into the Customs territory of the United States. The North American Free Trade Agreement provides that the fee is zero for Canadian/Mexican NAFTA qualifying merchandise. The fee is payable with the filing of the entry summary (CBPF 7501) for a Customs consumption entry (entry type “06” and “08”). Merchandise that is scrapped, exported, or removed on a CBPF 216 or an in-bond transfer from the zone is not subject to the Merchandise Processing Fee. The MPF fee has a minimum of $26.79 and is capped at $519.76 per Customs consumption entry.


Reduced Cycle Time


Delays relating to U.S. Customs clearances are eliminated. Special direct delivery procedures expedite the receipt of merchandise in company facilities, reducing inventory cycle time.


Duty Exemption on Exports


If imported merchandise is exported after being placed in a Foreign-Trade Zone or shipped to another Foreign-Trade Zone and then exported, no Customs duty is ever paid.


Duty Elimination on Waste & Scrap


No Customs duty is charged on most waste and scrap from production in a Foreign-Trade Zone.


No Duty on Rejected or Defective Parts


Merchandise found to be defective or faulty, may be returned to the country of origin for repair or simply destroyed. Whichever choice is made, no customs duty is paid.


Exemption from Local Ad Valorem Taxes


Foreign merchandise stored in Foreign-Trade Zones, or merchandise held in a zone for export, is not subject to any state or local ad valorem tangible personal property taxes.


No Duty on Domestic Content or Value Added


The “value added” to a product in a FTZ (including manufacturing using domestic parts, costs of labor, overhead, and profit) is not included in its dutiable value when the final product leaves the zone. Final duties are assessed on foreign components only.


No Duty on Sales to the U.S. Military or NASA


No duty is charged on foreign merchandise sold from a Foreign-Trade Zone to the U.S. Military or NASA.
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Jim Flanagan

President/CEO

DeSoto County Economic Development Council

4716 Pepper Chase Drive

Southaven, MS 38671

Office: 662-429-4414

jflanagan@desotocounty.com
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				What We Do


Donations can be made to the Foundation general fund or may be designated for specific educational purposes by the donor as approved by the Board of Directors. The general funds will be used for “mini- grants” to teachers, business/industry partnerships, endowments for college scholarships, teacher incentive programs, faculty and student recognition, and other education programs at all of our public, private and parochial schools in the county.


Funds will not be used for administrative costs or additional personnel to operate the Foundation program. Those contributions for specific purposes as designated by the donor will be honored and used in the requested manner. All gifts and contributions will be administered as determined by the Board of Directors.


Each teacher is assigned a sponsor in which to report the success of the grant he or she is awarded. This response will hopefully continue to build relationships and support for our schools in the local community through business, industry, churches and private individuals.


2023 TEACHER GRANT WINNERS


HERNANDO TEACHERS GRANT APPLICATION


ALL OTHER DESOTO COUNTY TEACHERS GRANT APPLICATION




Who We Are


The Foundation was organized by the DeSoto Council as a non-profit, tax exempt corporation 501(c) 3 charity. It is the only organization in DeSoto County sanctioned by the Board of Education for tax exempt solicitation purposes.


The Foundation was formed to receive and maintain private funds to be used exclusively for education purposes. It provides assistance in initiating programs that demonstrate effective ways to meet student needs and increase motivation to learn.


The Foundation grew out of an effort to foster a high level of cooperation and support for all schools, encompassing business/industry, local citizens, civic and social organizations and the schools.


The Foundation is managed by a Board of Directors, consisting of the DeSoto Council Executive Committee, the Public Schools’ Superintendent of Education, and the Directors of the private and parochial schools.




 Donation Opportunities


	You have the opportunity to help us make a difference in the classroom. Having given over a million dollars in teacher grants since its founding, the Foundation is excited to be working hard for the next million.
	The primary mission of the Foundation is Teacher Grants, however, we also manage The Ben Flanagan Freedom Scholarship for high school seniors.





Contact Us


DeSoto County Foundation for Excellence in Education

4716 Pepper Chase Drive

Southaven, MS 38671

662-429-4414

sfernandez@desotocounty.com

Facebook | Twitter
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				Leadership DeSoto is a program coordinated by the DeSoto County Economic Development Council to inform future leaders of the needs and challenges facing DeSoto County and inspire them to utilize the resources available to them to make a difference. For over thirty years, Leadership DeSoto has helped leaders become involved in performing community service and improving the quality of life in DeSoto County.


Candidates are nominated by organizations, employers or individuals. Candidates may apply on their own.  Candidates are expected to complete a lengthy application.  A selection committee will review each application. Participants will be chosen based on the Candidate’s community involvement, leadership capabilities, and potential in their respective fields.


The selection committee will choose no more than thirty men and women.


The tuition fees start at $950, depending on the yearly structure of the program. Participants are expected to secure their own funding. However, employers, sponsors or other involved organization are often willing to assist with this expense.


Leadership DeSoto is a seven-month program that gives participants insight into the resources of the community by offering sessions in Leadership, Economics, Education, Legislative, Healthcare, Local Government (city, state and county) and Community Service.


The first session in November is a full day retreat that allows Participants an opportunity to meet and learn team-building skills. The remaining six one- day sessions cover topics from experts in diverse fields that allow the Participants to gain insight and a better understanding of the needs of the community.  The program is concluded with a Graduation ceremony in May.


Participants also engage in a group project to address issues and needs facing our Community. This opportunity allows Participants a hands-on experience in making a difference in our Community.


Link for application to apply: https://forms.microsoft.com/r/FaLnWnnwUM

				
				

			

		

			
				
					
					
						
						Board of Trustees
						
							
Board of Trustees

2022-2023


Robert Carter—Renasant 


Ravonda Griffin –  Perry Griffin, PC


*McKinley Hodges— City of Olive Branch 


Jeremy Hurst—Southern Bancorp Bank 


Justin Jaggers— Northcentral EPA 


Matthew Kelso— Edward Jones


Rob Laster – VRC Companies, LLC


Addison Lawrence—Citizens National Bank


Bree Nolan – Civil-Link, LLC 


Chad Payton—Atmos Energy 


Chad Robertson – Newlyweds Foods 


Kat Sturgis – Helen of Troy 


*Chair

						

					

					
					
						
						Application Form
						
							
Click on the image to download the PDF.
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						Nomination Form
						
							
Click on the image to download the PDF.
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						Schedule
						
							
2024 Schedule As Yet Undetermined
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					Company	# Employees	Product/Service
	
			DeSoto County Schools 

				3872	Public School System
	Amazon	3300	Fulfillment Centers
	Milwaukee Electric Tool	3000	Distribution of Portable Electric Tools
	Baptist Memorial Hospital	1750	Healthcare
	Williams-Sonoma	1000	Distribution of Kitchen-Related Products
	Fed Ex Ground	800	Pakage Sorting Hub
	Helen of Troy	600	Distribution of Personal Care Products
	Synnex	600	Manufacturing and Distribution - Computers
	Associated Wholesale Grocers Inc.	580	Distribution of Groceries 
	Methodist Olive Branch Hospital	450	Healthcare
	McKesson	400	Distribution of Pharmaceutical Products
	Future Electronics	360	Distribution of Electronic Components
	Spectra Labs	350	Kidney Dialysis Lab
	O'Reilly Auto Parts	350	Distribution Center of Automotive Parts
	Siemens Industry Inc.	300	Computer-based Building Management Systems
	Wal-Mart Distribution	300	Distribution of Consumer Goods
	Newly Weds Foods	285	Food Ingredients, Seasonings, Blends, Flavors
	Voyant Beauty	250	Manufacturer of Guest Amenity Products
	Ardagh	225	Manufacturer Aluminum Beverage Cans



BOLD - INDUSTRY
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						Biomedical
						
							
The distribution of biomedical products is a large and successful market in DeSoto County. With porximity to FedEx, biomedical products distibutors are able to provide quick and accurate delivery of products to the nations health care system.

						

					

					
					
						
						E commerce
						
							
E Commerce continues to be a strong market for DeSoto County. This region has access to the FedEx Super Hub, 5 class 1 rail road providers, Port of Memphis, and the UPS hub. 

						

					

					
					
						
						Food & Beverage
						
							
DeSoto County is a great location for food & beverage manufacturers. The Memphis metropolitan area has seen tremendous growth in this area over the last several years and has the labor force to support these jobs. 

						

					

					
					
						
						Material Handling Automation
						
							
As warehousing, distribution, and logistics contines to grow in the Memphis metropolitan area, we see it as a prime opportunity for manfacturing of material handling automation technology and equipment to locate in the area. DeSoto County is home to over 150 fulfillment centers. As labor gets tighter, more and more companies are investing in material handling automation to offset labor costs and turnover.

						

					

					
					
						
						Primary Metals and Petrochemical Manufacturing
						
							
With 1,667 qualified acres and direct access to the Mississippi River, the Northwest Mississippi Mega Site is the perfect location for a primary metals manufacturer, or a petrochemical manufacturer. The site is 22 miles from the Memphis International Airport. Transmission lines, a substation, and a 500 kW solar farm are located on site. A potential rail spur for a class 1 rail line is also within 2 miles
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				DeSoto County is well-equipped to provide support services for its expanding business and industrial growth, as well as its residential population. Both industrial and private users have come to expect a high quality of services that enhance the quality of life in DeSoto County.

				
				

			

		

			
				
					
					
						
						Electric Power Natural Gas
						
							
Tennessee Valley Authority provides all electricity for Northcentral Electric Cooperative, and TVA has Performance Grants and Investment Credit Options for industrial clients.

TVA Contact:

Joshua Thornton

Regional Development Specialist

Economic Development

3197 Brooks Rd.

Belden, MS 38826

662-690-3629 (w)

901-334-6210 (m)

jthornton@tva.gov


Three companies supply electrical power to DeSoto County. Northcentral Electric Cooperative provides service to the eastern area of the county, including Olive Branch.


Northcentral Contact:

Michael Bellipanni

Director Marketing & Business Development

800.325.8925 (o)

901.497.2443 (m)

mbellipanni@northcentralelectric.com


Northcentral Industrial Rates:


[image: ]


Entergy Corporation supplies service to the areas of the county that include Hernando, Horn Lake, and Southaven. Entergy Corporation has added an incentive rate program designed to induce new and existing customers to add new or incremental loads. For more information and to apply for this program, click here.


Contact Entergy Business Development Mississippi:

Taurus Wright

Senior Business Development Manager

308 E. Pearl Street, Suite 700

Jackson, MS 39201

601.969.2349 (o)

601.260.1008 (m) 


Note:  A portion of the western side of DeSoto County, including the Walls area, is serviced by Coahoma Electric.


Atmos Energy provides natural gas service to the majority of the county, while the City of Olive Branch provides natural gas to its residential, commercial, and industrial customers.

						

					

					
					
						
						Water and Sewer
						
							
Each municipality and rural water associations provides water service and DCRUA provides county wide sewer services to its residential, commercial, and industrial customers.

						

					

					
					
						
						Telecommunications
						
							
AT&T provides telecommunications services to the majority of DeSoto County, while CenturyLink provides service to the eastern portion of the county, including Olive Branch. Birch Communications and CSpire Wireless are also competitive local phone services in DeSoto County.


For more information about your specific industrial needs, please contact Bryant Henley, Business Development Specialist. Rate information will be returned to you promptly.

						

					

					
					
						
						City Links
						
							
DeSoto County

Hernando

Horn Lake

Olive Branch

Southaven

Town of Walls
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						Property Taxes
						
							
Counties and municipalities levy a property tax on real and tangible personal property. Most property is assessed at 15% of true value. Motor vehicles and utilities (excluding railroads) are assessed at 30% and owner-occupied residential properties at 10% of true value. Property is appraised and assessed by local assessors. Depreciation is allowed in determining true value. Tax rates are set by each city and the county based on local budget requirements. Mississippi does not have a state property tax.


Example of Property Tax 


	Taxable Property	True Value
	Land	$300,000
	Buildings	$1,500,000
	Machinery & Equipment	$700,000
	Raw Materials	$200,000
	Finished Goods	$500,00
	Total	$3,200,000



Assessed Value: 15% x $3,200,000 = $480,000; $480,000/1000 = $480


Taxes due before abatements: 141 mills x $480 = $67,680


Taxes due after abatements: 90 mills x $480 = $43,200


Please note: The fiscal year for DeSoto County and all municipalities is October 1 - September 30. Current millage rates are effective October 1, 2022.

						

					

					
					
						
						Property Tax Abatements
						
							
Taxes are levied on real and tangible personal property. DeSoto County and the five municipalities may grant an abatement on real and personal property taxes, less the portions not eligible for abatement listed below, for a period of up to ten years. These abatements are determined by the appropriate governmental entity.


Eligible enterprises include warehouses and/or distribution centers, manufacturers, processors, refineries, research facilities, regional and national headquarters, movie industry studios and air transportation and maintenance facilities.


In addition to the ad valorem tax abatements, a company can take advantage of Mississippi’s Freeport Warehouse law, whereby manufacturers and distributors can be exempt from property taxes on finished goods stored in a licensed Freeport Warehouse that are shipped outside the state. This is a full and perpetual tax exemption.


	Location	Millage Rate per $1000	Exclusions	Exempt Millage
	DeSoto County	$97.98	Schools - 56.96 mills

			Road & Bridge - 7.41 mills

			Debt Service - 2.65 mills

			General County Levy - 4 mills	$26.96
	Hernando	$40.76	Parks, Library, Bonded Indebtedness, Fire Protection - 22.42 mills	$18.34
	Horn Lake	$50.00	Fire, Library, Debt Services - 10.35 mills	$39.65
	Olive Branch	$38.50	Library, Parks, Public Safety - 23.74 mills	$14.76
	Southaven	$43.73	Parks & Library - 18.26 mills	$25.47
	Town of Walls	$39.00	Fire Protection - 1.25	$37.75



*DeSoto County tax rate as shown are an average. There are 80 taxing areas in the county and the rate varies by area. This ratio is a county average.


Land/Building, personal property and inventory are all assessed at 15% of true value


Note: For single family owner occupied homes, Mississippi has a Homestead Exemption (credit) available.

						

					

					
					
						
						State Taxes
						
							
Mississippi businesses are subject to four basic state taxes: corporate income tax, franchise tax, sales and use tax, and property tax. Tax credits or exemptions are available on all base state taxes except for franchise tax.

						

					

					
					
						
						Corporate Income Tax
						
							
All corporations engaged in business activities in Mississippi are taxed on net taxable income derived from those activities as follows:


	First $ 5,000 3%
	Next $ 5,000 4%
	Over $10,000 5%



In the case of multi-state manufacturing corporations, net business income from manufacturing which cannot be directly assigned to the Mississippi operation is apportioned to the State on the basis of a three-factor formulas:


	Ratio of property (book value) in Mississippi versus total property.
	Ratio of payroll in Mississippi compared to total payroll.
	Ratio of sales attributable to Mississippi compared to total sales. Additional non-business income is added to the apportioned income.



Mississippi allows a net operating loss to be carried over for the five years following the taxable year of such loss. The State, however, does not allow deductions of federal income taxes. There is no county or municipal income tax in Mississippi.

						

					

					
					
						
						Corporate Franchise Tax
						
							
Mississippi’s franchise tax applies to most corporations doing business in the State. The rate is $2.50 per $1,000 of the value of the capital used, invested, or employed in the State. The tax base consists of capital stock issued and outstanding, surplus and undivided profits, and true reserves. However, the tax base cannot be less than the corporation’s assessed value of real and tangible personal property in Mississippi.


For multi-state corporations, capital is apportioned to Mississippi on a formula/ratio basis. The ratio is calculated by dividing the sum of the book value of real and tangible personal property owned in the State plus the gross receipts received from business activity in the State by the sum of the value of real and tangible total corporate personal property plus total corporate gross receipts received. The ratio is then applied to the total capital stock, surplus and undivided profits, and true reserves to calculate the amount of capital apportioned to Mississippi. This amount is then multiplied by the franchise tax rate to obtain the amount of franchise tax owed.

						

					

					
					
						
						Sales and Use Tax
						
							
Sales and use taxes are applied to all businesses having legal existence within the state. Although sales taxes vary, based upon the types of transactions, the list below details some of the more specific sales taxes relative to manufacturers.


A use tax applies to personal property purchased in another state but utilized in Mississippi. The use tax is computed by applying the Mississippi sales tax rate applicable to that type of property less credit allowed for sales or use taxes paid in the state of purchase. Used property is generally taxed on the basis of its book value figured on straight line depreciation.

						

					

					
					
						
						Sales to a Manufacturer
						
								Raw materials (except sand and gravel, 5 cents per ton)	0%
	Catalysts, chemicals, or gases used directly in processing (except natural gas, 1.5%)	0%
	Packaging and containers for sale with finished goods 0%	0%
	Machinery and parts used directly in manufacturing and port operations (purchase or rental)	1.5%
	Industrial electricity, natural gas and fuels	1.5%
	Industrial water	7%
	Telephone and telegraph	7%
	Other equipment, furniture, fixtures, materials, supplies, & rentals not used directly in manufacturing	7%
	Contract construction for projects over $10,00 (except residential)	3.5%



						

					

					
					
						
						Sales by a Manufacturer
						
								To final consumer or user	7%
	To another manufacturer for use in manufacturing machinery	1.5%
	To another manufacturer as a raw material for further processing	0%
	To a wholesaler or retailer or resale	0%
	To exempt customers (example – government agencies, educational institutions, etc.)	0%



						

					

					
					
						
						State Unemployment Compensation Tax
						
							
Mississippi levies an unemployment tax on the first $7,000 of an employee’s annual wages. The maximum rate is 5.4%. The minimum varies from year to year depending upon the general experience rate of the State. The minimum tax rate is 1.2%. New employers in the State are assigned a tax rate of 2.7% until such time as they establish an individual experience rate.

						

					

					
					
						
						Workers’ Compensation
						
							
Employers in Mississippi having five or more employees must purchase workers’ compensation coverage through insurance carriers, or qualify with the Mississippi Workers’ Compensation.


Commission as a self-insurer. Compensation is two-thirds of the claimant’s wages up to the maximum of two-thirds of the average weekly wage, or $235.84, for up to 450 weeks, but not to exceed $106,128 excluding medical payments. These amounts are indexed on an annual basis.

						

					

					
					
						
						Personal Income Tax
						
							
Individual income is taxed at the same rate as corporate income: 3% of the first $5,000 of taxable income, 4% of the next $5,000, and 5% of the balance. Individuals are allowed personal exemptions.
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				Tax Incentives


Mississippi


Mississippi offers businesses locating or expanding in the state a number of tax incentives, including state income tax credits and sales, use and property tax exemptions. For more information please visit their website here: Incentives & Grants | Mississippi Development Authority


DeSoto County Real and Personal Property Tax Exemptions


DeSoto County has the ability to offer a 10-year partial tax exemption for real and personal property, which reduces taxes by approximately 35%. Taxes for schools, roads and bridges, and misc. municipal services are not abated. Properties are assessed at only 15% in Mississippi as compared to 40% in Tennessee, which results in significantly lower taxes in Mississippi. For more information, please call the DeSoto Council office at 662.429.4414 or email us for an application. 


Free Port Warehouse Tax Exemption


Eligible companies can apply for a Freeport license and be exempt from all ad valorem taxes on finished goods shipped out of the state of Mississippi. This exemption is full and perpetual. 


Northern Mississippi Foreign Trade Zone


The DeSoto Council can grant eligible warehouses foreign trade zone status. For more information on savings click here. For application process click here. Please call the DeSoto Council office at 662.429.4414 or email us for more information. 


TVA Valley Investment Credit


The Investment Credit is an economic development incentive program jointly offered by TVA and participating local power companies. This performance-based program rewards companies for five or 10-year economic and energy benefits associated with their new/expanded operations. Awards are applied as a credit to monthly power bills. Most companies can expect a 10-20 percent savings annually over a five or 10-year period. For more infromation visit their website her: Incentives | Tennessee Valley Authority | TVA Economic Development (tvasites.com)


Entergy Mississippi Economic Development Rider


The Economic Development Rider is an incentive program offered by Entergy Mississippi. This incentive provides a credit of $0.01 per kWh for all eligible hWh used. This incentive is applicable to new and existing manufacturing, datacenters, and distribution centers that are billed under the C, HLF or ALGS rates, that maintain a minimum load factor of 40% and have a new or increased monthly usage of 200,000 kWh or greater. Upon execution of a new 5-year agreement, the credit is applicable for a 5-year term during each month that customers meet all qualifying criteria. For more information visit their website here: goentergy.com/mississippi


For more information, please call the DeSoto Council office at 662.429.4414 or email us your questions.


Health Care Zone


The Mississippi Health Care Industry Zone Act aims to expand access to high-quality medical care for Mississippi residents and increase the number of health care jobs in the state by providing incentives to health care businesses that locate or expand within a qualified Health Care Zone and commit to create at least 25 full-time jobs and/or invest at least $10 million. For more information click here


You may also visit the Mississippi Development Authority or Mississippi State Tax Commission for more information.

				
				

			

		

			
				
					
					
						
						Forms
						
							
Mississippi Business Finance Corporation – Checklist for Inducement requirements


Mississippi Business Finance Corporation – Data for incentive benefits


Mississippi Tax Incentives for Distribution Centers


Mississippi Tax Incentives for Existing Industries


Mississippi Tax Incentives for Manufacturers


Health Care Zone Flyer
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				DeSoto County and the cities of Hernando, Horn Lake, Olive Branch, Southaven and Town of Walls each have a planning commission.


The county and these cities have adopted zoning ordinances, subdivision regulations, and building, plumbing, gas, electrical, fire codes and architectural ordinances. Flood plans and flood plain ordinances have also been adopted by the county and these five cities. There is a county-wide comprehensive zoning plan in place.

				
				

			

		

			
				
					
					
						
						City Links
						
							
DeSoto County

Hernando

Horn Lake

Olive Branch

Southaven

Town of Walls
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				DeSoto County is an ideal transportation and logistics center, located within 500 miles of 70% of the nation’s population.


[image: ]


According to CommercialCafe.com, Memphis is ranked second in a study of cities with the least amount of time spent commuting.

				
				

			

		

			
				
					
					
						
						Water
						
							
The International Port of Memphis is located 15 miles away from DeSoto County, and is the second largest inland port on the shallow draft portion of the Mississippi River and the fifth largest inland port in the United States.* The Port of Memphis is the fourth-largest inland port in the United States and ranks number one in the nation in foreign import tonnage. The Port is key to feeding product* to more than 30 international freight forwarders that operate in the Memphis-MSA.


*10 Emerging U.S. Industrial Markets to Watch in 2021 | Memphis Colliers International

						

					

					
					
						
						Maps
						
							
USA Locator Map


[image: ]


Tri-State Road Map
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Tri-State Rail & Airport Map


[image: ]


I-269 Map


I-69 Map

						

					

					
					
						
						Highways
						
							
DeSoto County is home to three interstate highways – I-55, I-69, and I-22. Interstate 55 provides a four-lane north/south corridor and will be upgraded soon to eight and ten lanes for DeSoto County from Stateline Road in Southaven to Hernando. Those in the eastern portion of the county have easy access to U.S. Highway 78, designated Interstate 22, and the western portion to U.S. Highway 61, both built as four-lane corridors. U.S. Highway 51 also provides a north/south connection. Mississippi State Highways 301, 302, 304, and 305 also provide for smooth transportation. Highway 304 has been named as a portion of Interstate 69. For more information on highways, visit the Mississippi Department of Transportation.


DeSoto County is home to 195 truck terminals, and several companies have hubs located in the area. DeSoto County is also the only county in Mississippi in the tariff saving Commercial Freight Zone.

						

					

					
					
						
						Rail
						
							
The International Port of Memphis is key to feeding product to Memphis’ large rail network. In fact, Memphis is the third largest rail center in the United States behind Chicago and St. Louis, and home to nine fully operational rail yards with a total current container capacity of more than two million annual lifts.*


BNSF Railway and Grenada Railway (formerly CN) serve as the county’s rail lines. All six Class I rail systems serve Memphis, Tennessee, and all have intermodal yards in Memphis or West Memphis, Arkansas.


*10 Emerging U.S. Industrial Markets to Watch in 2021 | Memphis Colliers International

						

					

					
					
						
						Air
						
							
The Olive Branch Airport, located in DeSoto County, is the second-busiest airport in the State of Mississippi. The airport has a 6000-foot paved and lighted runway, offers charter service, and new air traffic control tower.  Olive Branch AirNav; Olive Branch GlobalAir


The Memphis International Airport in Memphis, Tennessee, is six miles from DeSoto County and has nine major airlines, three commuter airlines, and is recognized as one of the world’s busiest air cargo airports. Due to its popularity among passengers (140,000 each month on average) and logistics professionals alike, the airport has an estimated annual economic impact of $23.3 billion and affects 25% of the city’s jobs, according to the University of Memphis.* With its headquarters in Memphis, FedEx represents roughly 98% of the airport’s total cargo and handles more than 180,000 packages every hour at its World Hub, and RPS sort facility located at the airport.


Proximity to the FedEx Hub is key for e-commerce distribution and will continue to draw occupiers to the region for the foreseeable future. Drop off shipments can be made to FedEx as late as 11:00 p.m. for next-day delivery.


*10 Emerging U.S. Industrial Markets to Watch in 2021 | Memphis Colliers International


[image: ]


Click Here for Memphis International Airport's April, 2021 [image: ]
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						MSA Overview
						
							
DeSoto County is a part of the Memphis, TN Metropolitan Statistical Area.

Covering 476.2 square miles, DeSoto County, Mississippi is the 53rd-largest county in Mississippi by area. DeSoto County is bordered by Shelby County in Tennessee, and in Mississippi by Tunica County, Tate County, Crittenden County, and Marshall County.


For a complete statistical report on the demographics for DeSoto County, please click each of the three links below.


[image: ]
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Source – US Census Bureau

Source – Delta Council

Source – DemographicsNow.com

						

					

					
					
						
						City Population Statistics in DeSoto County 
						
								 	Hernando	Horn Lake	Olive Branch	Southaven	Town of Walls	Desoto County
	2010	14,090	26,026	33,914	48,982	1,162	161,252
	2019	15,942	27,080	37,461	54,152	1,312	178,975
	2020	TBD	TBD	TBD	TBD	TBD	TBD




NOTE: 2020 Statistics Available Late 2021

						

					

					
					
						
						City Employment Statistics in DeSoto County
						
								2019	Hernando	Horn Lake	Olive Branch	Southaven	Town of Walls	Desoto County
	Total Population 16+	11,999	20,977	29,562	41,580	956	138,599
	Total Labor Force	8,033	13849	20,356	28,077	698	94,298
	Civilian, Employed	7,785	12,330	19,436	26,698	637	88,982
	Civilian, Unemployed	227	1,432	867	1,275	61	4,986
	Not in Labor Force	3,966	7,128	9,206	13,503	258	44,301




NOTE: 2020 Statistics Available Late 2021

						

					

					
					
						
						City Housing Units Demographics
						
								2019	Hernando	Horn Lake	Olive Branch	Southaven	Town of Walls	Desoto County
	Total Occupied Housing Units	15,728	27,022	37,461	53,902	1,312	178,172
	Owner Occupied	13,306	14,456	28,932	36,261	481	131,240
	Renter Occupied	2,422	12,566	8,529	17,641	831	46,932




NOTE: 2020 Statistics Available Late 2021

						

					

					
					
						
						City Educational Attainment Demographics
						
								2019	Hernando	Horn Lake	Olive Branch	Southaven	Town of Walls	Desoto County
	Age 25+ Population	10,437	16,773	25,052	34,989	741	121,767
	Grade K-11	859	2,306	2,151	3,262	86	11,953
	High School Graduate	2,332	5,740	7,288	10,191	210	33,888
	Some College, No Degree	2,842	3,908	6,814	8,997	199	29,001
	Associates Degree	917	2,175	1,956	3,739	110	12,685
	Bachelor's Degree	2,276	1,793	4,453	5,974	108	20,976
	Graduate Degree	1,211	851	2,390	2,826	28	13,264




NOTE: 2020 Statistics Available Late 2021

NOTE: Graduation Rate 88%

NOTE: Private School Enrollment Percentage (Includes Northpoint, Magnolia Heights, DeSoto Academy, and Cottage Schools, etc.) 27%
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				Location


DeSoto County Economic Development Council

4716 Pepper Chase Drive

Southaven, MS 38671


Contact Information


Ph: 662.429.4414

Fx: 662.429.0952


Office Administrator
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				DeSoto County Mississippi and its five distinctive municipalities afford a quality of life in the Mid South that is unequalled. Our commitment to education, regional health care, the arts, recreation, leadership development and the most comprehensive greenways planning program in the state truly set us apart. Couple these amenities with a secure, suburban environment next door to a major metropolitan center, Memphis, and you can claim the "best of both worlds" honor. Explore further the quality of living in DeSoto County by touring the subcategories found as you hold the cursor over the Our Community link. Enjoy your visit and hope to see you soon.


Money Magazine announced its "2020 Best Places to Live In The U.S.", which featured "50 Towns and Cities With Strong Economies, Job Growth and Booming Housing Markets Despite COVID-19 Disruptions."


And coming in at No. 35, was:


Olive Branch, Mississippi

"Located on the Mississippi-Tennessee border, Olive Branch is just a 30-minute drive from downtown Memphis. Residents enjoy a median household income of $78,000 — 46% higher than in nearby Memphis.

While homes are pricier than some in Memphis — the median in early 2020 was $239,000 — the city enjoys enviable diversity: 33% of the population is non-White, and income inequality is low. Another big draw is the town’s strong schools: Lewisburg High is ranked second in the state.

Olive Branch is a culturally eclectic place. Shop for antiques in the historic Old Towne district, drop by Brussel’s Bonsai to learn to cultivate these tiny trees or enjoy the popular Fat Panda special at Sidestreet Burgers, which features Korean-style marinated sirloin. Fans of the King of Rock and Roll will feel right at home, too:  Graceland is only 20 minutes away." — Mayra Paris

				
				

			

		

			
				
					
					
						
						Government Agencies
						
							
The cities of Hernando, Horn Lake, Olive Branch, Southaven, and Town of Walls have Mayor-Board of Aldermen forms of government.



DeSoto County is governed by a Board of Supervisors made up of one supervisor from each of five districts. The supervisors are elected by the citizens of DeSoto County and the board in turn elects their own president. For Fire, Police, Sheriff Departments Links, see individual "City Links" below.


City Links


DeSoto County

Hernando

Horn Lake

Olive Branch

Southaven

Town of Walls

						

					

					
					
						
						Quality of Life
						
							
Quality of Life is….


that competitive edge that makes or breaks an area’s ability to attract and retain the best industry, the best employees and the best neighbors. And in DeSoto County, we have it!


DeSoto County enjoys the “best of both worlds” being so near the cultural and recreational amenities of metropolitan Memphis, yet offering a secure suburban environment with affordable housing costs.


DeSoto County is one of the fastest growing counties in the Mid-South area. There are a wide range of social, religious, recreation, and outdoor and community activities. The county’s residential neighborhoods, apartment complexes, medical and retail facilities are all expanding, while education remains a strong part of the community.


Chambers of Commerce


Hernando Chamber

Horn Lake Chamber

Olive Branch Chamber

Southaven Chamber


Tourism


DeSoto County Tourism

						

					

					
					
						
						Healthcare
						
							
When you live in Desoto County, you can count on comprehensive, modern health care for yourself, your family, and your employees.Two major hospitals are located here: Baptist Memorial Hospital-DeSoto located at I-55 and Goodman Road in Southaven, and Methodist Healthcare-Olive Branch located at Highway 78 (future I-22) and Bethel Road. A psychiatric and chemical dependency hospital also serves the area, as well as the DeSoto County Health Department.


Minutes away is Memphis, which is a regional healthcare hub with several major hospitals, including the University of Tennessee Medical Center, where many doctors serve medical internships. Memphis is also home of two leaders in research and treatment of children’s diseases, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and LeBonheur Children’s Medical Center.


Following is further detail on DeSoto County’s medical services and a listing of area hospitals.




Baptist Memorial Hospital – DeSoto


7601 Southcrest Parkway, Southaven (662) 772-4000


Baptist DeSoto is a 339-bed hospital that offers diagnostic, surgical and rehabilitation services. In 2010, Baptist Desoto received the Hospital of the Year Award (100 beds or more) from the Mississippi Nurses Association. The hospital offers open-heart surgery and a number of other cardiovascular services, and the emergency department's heart attack response rate is, on average, 30 minutes faster than the national benchmark. Baptist DeSoto's inpatient rehabilitation program ranked in the top 1 percent in the nation for quality in a report based on performance outcomes. In 2010, the hospital's Women's Center became the first breast imaging facility in DeSoto County to offer digital mammography. In 2011, Baptist DeSoto's emergency department was upgraded to a level III trauma designation. In 2012, Baptist Desoto ranked No. 1 in the state of Mississippi for heart services by HealthGrades. For more information about Baptist Desoto, please call 662.772.4000 or visit desoto.baptistonline.org.




Methodist Olive Branch Hospital


4250 Bethel Road, Olive Branch, MS (662) 932-9000


Methodist Olive Branch Hospital is the newest hospital in the Methodist system, designed to provide healthcare services to the residents of northwest Mississippi. The five-story, 100 bed hospital opened on August 16, 2013 and is accredited by the Joint Commission. The full-service hospital offers several specialties including general and minimally invasive surgery, maternity, cardiology, urology and cancer care, among others. Emergency services, lab and imaging are also available. A variety of physician offices located onsite offer specialty care close to home. The hospital is the first inpatient facility in the United States to achieve Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design for Healthcare Gold Certification byt the U.S. Green Building Council.


A Family Partner Council, made up of former patients or their family members, works in partnership with the leadership and clinical staff of the hospital to build a culture of Patient and Family-Centered Care throughout the institution. The council is involved in staff and family education, facility design and communication development to improve the overall healthcare experience. For more information, call 662.932.9000 or visit MethodistHealth.org/Olive Branch.




Parkwood Behavioral Health System


8135 Goodman Road, Olive Branch (662) 895-4900


Parkwood Behavioral Health System offers psychiatric and chemical dependency for children, adolescents, and adults in a peaceful 38-acre wooded setting. The 112-bed facility provides programs for recovery from emotional, behavioral, and addictive disorders. Parkwood offers a full continuum of care including inpatient, partial hospitalization, residential treatment, and aftercare groups. Also located on the campus is a 30-event ropes course which can be utilized by outside groups. This course is designed to develop teamwork, communication skills, group cohesiveness, and increase self-esteem.  For more information, call Parkwood Behavioral Health System 662.895.4900, or visit their website ParkwoodBHS.com.




DeSoto County Health Department


The DeSoto County Health Department operates in three convenient locations in DeSoto County:


6569 Highway 305 N, Olive Branch, MS (662) 895-3090


8705 Northwest Drive, Building A Suite 1, Southaven, MS (662) 393-2775


3212 Highway 52 South, Suite A, Hernando, MS (662) 429-9814




Health Clubs


DeSoto County is fortunate to have several health clubs throughout the county. The Olive Branch Family YMCA, in particular, offers physical therapy programs that work closely with local hospitals. They are located at 8555 Goodman Road, Olive Branch, MS 38654. (662) 890-9622.




Hospital Websites


Baptist Memorial Hospital Memphis

Baptist Memorial Hospital Germantown

Baptist Memorial Hospital Collierville

Baptist Memorial Hospital Women’s

Baptist Memorial Hospital Restorative Care

Lakeside Hospital

Delta Medical Center

LeBonheur Children’s Medical Center

Methodist Healthcare Central

Methodist Healthcare University

Methodist Healthcare Germantown

Methodist Healthcare North

Methodist Healthcare South

Regional Medical Center

St. Francis Hospital

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Veterans Affairs Medical Center

						

					

					
					
						
						Parks
						
							
Hernando

Horn Lake

Olive Branch

Southaven

State of Mississippi

Arkabutla Lake

						

					

					
					
						
						Religion
						
							
Faith is a very important part of the Southern life, and DeSoto County is no different. As the county has grown in recent years, we’re happy to note that our churches have grown as well. A number of congregations have memberships of several thousand, yet we still have many small, well-attended country churches.


The growth is reflected by more than $20 million in improvements or additions at DeSoto County churches. But more importantly, DeSoto County is proud of the way its church members contribute to the community’s overall well-being.


Many church members of all denominations are active in interfaith charity efforts, such as Habitat for Humanity and many other volunteer programs that make our community strong.


We don’t think it’s any accident that DeSoto County is home to more than 130 churches and houses of worship representing more than 20 denominations.


Desoto County Area Denominations and Affiliations


	Assembly of God	Disciples of Christ
	Baptist	Episcopal
	Catholic	Holiness
	Charismatic	Jehovah’s Witness
	Christian	Lutheran
	Church of Christ	Methodist
	Church of God in Christ	Non-Denominational
	Church of Jesus Christ	Pentecostal
	Church of God of Prophecy	Presbyterian
	Church of God	Seventh Day Adventist
	Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints	Synagogues (Memphis area)
	Church of the Nazarene	 


						

					

					
					
						
						Library
						
							
DeSoto County is home to some of the best and busiest libraries in the state; each offering a full range of collections, programs and services.


As part of the award-winning First Regional Library, our citizens have access to over three million titles through membership in the Mississippi Library Partnership.


Thanks to your library card, through the library's homepage, you get free access to exceptional web-based services like Ancestry.com and Rosetta Stone that you can enjoy from your home or on your iPad.


	Want to find fun activities for kids, teens and families? Click on those links.
	Need to write a research papger? Go to Databases.
	Want to find the nearest pre-school storytime? Go to the Activities Calendar.
	Want to expand your horizons? Take a Universal Class
	We invite you to take full advantage of this wonderful community resource.



First Regional Library (Click Here for Home Page)


	Hernando Public Library 370 West Commerce, Hernando, MS 38632 Phone: (662) 429-4439 Fax: (662) 429-8625
	Horn Lake Public Library 2885 Goodman Rd, Horn Lake, MS 38637 Phone: (662) 393-5654 or (662)-393-5614 or (662) 393-5612 Fax: (662) 342-9468
	Olive Branch Public Library (B.J. Chain Public Library) 6619 Hwy 305 North, Olive Branch, MS 38654 Phone: (662) 895-5900 Fax: (662) 895-9171
	Southaven Public Library 8554 Northwest Drive, Southaven, MS 38671 Phone: (662) 342-0102 Fax: (662) 342-0556
	Walls Public Library 7181 Delta Bluff Parkway, Walls, MS 38680 Phone: (662) 781-3664 Fax: (662) 781-3427


						

					

					
					
						
						Media
						
							
DeSoto County Newspapers and Magazines


	Newspaper	Coverage	Circulation
	DeSoto Appeal	DeSoto County	26,000
	DeSoto Times Tribune	DeSoto County	17,500
	Click Magazine	NW MS	Free
	DeSoto Magazine	NW MS	Free



Area Television Stations


Area Radio Stations

						

					

					
					
						
						Arts Entertainment Recreation
						
							
It’s true that the recreational and cultural offerings of Memphis are just minutes away from DeSoto County. But there’s plenty to do to stretch the body, mind, and spirit closer to home. A few of the options are listed.


Landers Center


For information about events at the Landers Center, or for ticket information, call 662.280.9120


The multipurpose Landers Center was completed in September 2000. The 10,000 seat arena also has 20,000 square feet of meeting space, which makes this facility ideal for all types of events. A 400-seat community theater is attached to the Civic Center.




Theater Groups & Arts Councils


DeSoto Family Theatre


At DeSoto Family Theatre (DFT)area youth are cast in our productions, as are moms, dads, and grandparents. We have entire families who act, sing, dance or contribute backstage and in other capacities. Each year, DFT conducts Summer Theatre Camps for local youth. DFT camps are structured to develop appreciation and talent for theatre, teamwork and presentation skills. Even though not all children may pursue theatre arts as a career, we strongly believe the confidence gained and skills learned will impact them for the rest of their lives.


The Kudzu Players


The Kudzu Players were founded in 1982 as the Northwest Mississippi Theater Guild and originally produced one show every year. The number of productions now reaches as many as five every year, and since 1987, the Kudzu Players have won a number of national competitions. To join the all-volunteer group or find out about performances, call (662) 429-4439.


DeSoto Arts Council


The mission of the DeSoto Arts Council is to stimulate increased participation in the arts, integrate art into people’s everyday lives, advance community support of the arts, and use the arts to affect community unity and change in DeSoto County, Mississippi.


The DeSoto Arts Council serves as an umbrella planning and service organization, coordinating the arts for DeSoto County. It is chartered as a 501(c) 3 nonprofit corporation. Ongoing DeSoto Arts Council programs include:


	Community arts grants and mini-grants
	Web site featuring an Online calendar of community arts events
	Online artists’ directory
	E-newsletter
	Art show and sale
	Arts workshops, lectures and demonstrations
	DeSoto Artist Series
	Kids programs
	Comprehensive arts and cultural planning
	Membership events



 


Olive Branch Arts Council


The Olive Branch Arts Council’s mission is to promote an appreciation of the arts in the Olive Branch community. This membership-driven organization sponsors events such as concerts and art camps to promote arts appreciation. The group also brings artists into the area for exhibits and demonstrations.




Sports


DeSoto County offers recreational facilities for numerous athletic programs. From T-ball to junior football to cheerleading to horseback riding, youth of all ages can enjoy the outdoors.


Each of the four municipalities has its own youth sports league. For more information click on the links below.


Hernando

Horn Lake

Olive Branch

Southaven




Golf


If chasing a small white ball over hill and dale is your idea of a good day’s work, DeSoto County is your kind of place. Whether you want a quiet game for two or a corporate tourney for hundreds, the greens of four public courses and two private country clubs are just waiting for you and your golfing companions.


Cherokee Valley Golf Club

Hernando Hills Country Club

North Creek Golf Club

Olive Branch Country Club

Timber Truss Golf Course

Wedgewood Golf Club




Other Attractions


If your idea of a relaxing vacation does not include sports, DeSoto County offers a wealth of attractions that fit every visitor’s need. Many shops, restaurants, and unique lodging are located throughout the County, and Tunica and Memphis are just minutes away with all they have to offer. Click on the links below for a comprehensive list of attractions in DeSoto County and surrounding areas.


DeSoto County Tourism

DeSoto County Museum

Tunica, Mississippi

Memphis, Tennessee

Mississippi Department of Tourism

Mississippi State Parks

						

					

					
					
						
						Greenways
						
							
Mission


The mission of the DeSoto County Greenways program is to establish a greenway system that connects public and private open and green spaces with sidewalks throughout DeSoto County Mississippi while protecting, restoring and linking the natural features and their functions in order to achieve a healthynatural environment and ecological diversity.


The DeSoto County Greenways program encompasses scenic pathways, protected green space and trails designed to help improve the quality of life for the people of Desoto County Mississippi.The Greenways system takes advantage of nature and its beauty and will encompass a variety of multipurpose trails and green space suitable for hiking, skating, jogging, walking, running, equestrian use, canoeing and kayaking and biking.


Visit the Greenways website for more information.

						

					

					
					
						
						Education
						
							
[image: ]The DeSoto County Foundation For Excellence in Education is a tax exempt, non-profit corporation formed by the DeSoto Council under Mississippi law, qualifying for 501©(3) ruling by the IRS.  Pursuant to Miss. Code 79-11-503, the Foundation is registered as a charity with the Secretary of State of Mississippi to receive and maintain private funds to be used exclusively for educational purposes. This means that contributions to the Foundation will be tax deductible to the donor. This is the only organization in DeSoto County sanctioned by the Board of Education for tax exempt solicitation purposes.


The Foundation will also provide assistance in initiating programs that demonstrate effective ways to meet student needs and increase motivation to learn. The Foundation grew out of an effort to foster a high level of cooperation and support for all schools, encompassing business/industry, local citizens, civic and social organizations, and the schools.  Therefore, your investment in the schools is an investment in creativity and excellence in education, and an investment in the future of this county.


Donations can be made to the Foundation general fund or may be designated for specific purposes by the donor. The general funds will be used for “mini-grants” to teachers, business/industry partnerships, endowments for college scholarships, teacher incentive programs, purchase of technological equipment, sponsorship of fine arts programs, faculty and student recognition, guest speakers, and other education programs. Funds will not be used for administrative costs or additional personnel to operate the Foundation Program. Those contributions for specific purposes as designated by the donor will be honored and used in the said manner. All gifts and contributions will be administered as determined by the Board of Directors. You have the opportunity to help us make a difference in the classroom. Having given over a million dollars in teacher grants since its founding, the Foundation is excited to be working hard for the next million. The primary mission of the Foundation is Teacher Grants. These grants are awarded to teachers based on a selection process held each year from grants received.  Teachers apply and those selected are awarded up to $500 each to use in the classroom with their students.


To Apply for a Teacher Grant through the Foundation, download the Online Teacher Grant Application here.


Quality of education represents the lifeblood of any community. In order for DeSoto County to continue to grow and prosper, it is imperative that the schools offer the best educational experiences possible. Many of the DeSoto County public schools have been awarded State honors, academic as well as athletic.  Several of our Middle and High Schools have been awarded the coveted award of Blue Ribbon School, and several of our Middle and High Schools have consistently been named in the top 10 schools in the state for the past 10 years. DeSoto County schools also win State Championships in sports, as well as Band. For detailed information on DeSoto County Public Schools, visit their website here and also see our City Educational Attainment Demographics section on our website by clicking here.


DeSoto County also has excellent Private and Parochial Schools with an enrollment percentage of 27%. This percentage includes Northpoint, Magnolia Heights, DeSoto Academy, and Cottage Schools, etc.
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Inflow and Outflow Data


Workforce Information Database


The Mississippi Labor Market Information searchable database allows professionals to search for labor market data by statewide, county or other geographic areas. It allows users to create their own geographic areas.  Data may be printed as a text document or saved as an Excel spreadsheet.  Please visit the database for more in-depth analysis of Industry, Occupation, Income/Wage and Area Profile information.  To access this valuable tool, click here


Increase in student population in last 5 years:


•2020-2021  34,215


•2019-2020  34,735


•2018-2019  34,457


•2017-2018  33,986


•2016-2017  33,582


**Information provided by Desoto County School Board

				
				

			

		

			
				
					
					
						
						Major Employers
						
								Company	# Employees	Product/Service
	DeSoto County Schools	3,872	Public School System
	Baptist Memorial Hospital	1,750	Healthcare
	Williams-Sonoma	993	Distribution of specialty cooking and kitchen-related products
	Milwaukee Electric Tool	800	Distribution of portable electric tools
	Fed Ex Ground	433	Package sorting hub
	Amazon	400	Distribution of web-purchased goods
	McKesson	400	Pharmaceutical distributor
	Future Electronics	357	Distribution of electronic components 
	Google	350	Operations center
	Landau Uniforms	330	Uniforms
	Siemens Industry Inc.	300	Computer-based building management systems
	Johnson Controls	300	Manufacturer of flex duct 
	Newly Wed Foods	282	Food ingredients, seasonings, blends, flavors
	Associated Wholesale Grocers Inc.	265	Third-party logistics
	J.T. Shannon Lumber Company	250	Hardwood lumber and plank flooring
	Helen of Troy — Olive Branch	250	Distribution of personal care products
	KIK Custom Products	223	MFG of guest amenity soaps
	Scan Source Inc.	220	Distribution of specialty technology products
	Brentwood Originals	210	Manufacture Decorative pillows
	MAHLE Aftermarket Inc	208	Distributor of internal engine components
	Milwaukee Electric Tool	207	Distribution of portable electric tools
	Dollar Tree	198	Distribution Center
	Diamond Comics	183	Distributor of comic books, graphic novels and
	WAI Global	170	Distribution
	Helen of Troy — Southaven	163	Distribution of personal care products
	Hamilton Beach	162	Distribution of small electric household applicances
	AFCO Millwork Products	135	Components used in hanging doors
	Parker Hannifin	120	Chelsea power offs, transmission attachments



						

					

					
					
						
						County Comparisons
						
							
Annual 2020 Average Labor Force Data.  Mississippi Unemployment Rate for 2020: 6.2%


	County	Labor Force	Employment	Unemployment	Unemployment Rate
	Desoto	88,500	83,240	5,260	5.9%
	Tate	12,080	11,180	900	7.5%
	Marshall	14,070	13,040	1030	7.3%
	Panola	12,330	11,120	1,210	9.8%
	Tunica	4,670	4,010	660	14.1%


						

					

					
					
						
						Previous Years Comparison
						
								Year	Labor Force	Employment	Unemployment	Unemployment Rate
	2020	88,500	83,240	5,260	5.9%
	2019	91,400	87,380	4,020	4.4%
	2018	90,550	87,090	3,460	3.8%
	2017	88,830	85,420	3,410	3.8%
	2016	85,130	81,440	3,960	4.3%




						

					

					
					
						
						Job Postings
						
							
Cardinal Health Open Interview Job Fair

						

					

					
					
						
						Labor Study
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				DeSoto County Mississippi has outdistanced the competition for the past 15 years in new locations and expansions in the Mid South. Southern Business and Development Magazine named us the top small market for new economic development several years ago. Our well diversified industrial base of 185 manufacturers and distributors call DeSoto County home thanks in large part to the pro-business attitude and wise infrastructure planning of the local elected officials and aggressive State incentive package. Explore the location advantages by taking a tour of the subcategories listed as you place your cursor over the Economic Development link. Make plans to visit and invest.


2023 Annual Report:


[image: ]


Click Here for Economy Overview 2022


Click Here for Memphis-MSA 2021 Emerging Market Report
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				The DeSoto County Economic Development Council promotes business and economic development and quality of life issues for this booming Mississippi county just south of Memphis.  The Council works closely with business and industry, civic organizations, city and county governments and chambers of commerce in Hernando, Horn Lake, Olive Branch, Southaven and Town of Walls.




Click here to join!

				
				

			

		

			
				
					
					
						
						Board of Directors
						
							
2024 Executive Committee


John Ray, Chairman


Davy Hunt, Vice Chairman


Rhodes Thompson, Treasurer


Bobbie Espitia, Secretary


Diego Lejwa, Past Chairman



2024 Board Members


David Baker, Fisher Arnold


Calvin Jones, Amazon


Tom Allmon, The Armstrong Company


Russ Sneed, Michael Hatcher and Associates


Kevin Doddridge, Northcentral Electric Cooperative


Reggie Durham, Walmart Distribution Center


Brad Grisson, Associated Wholesale Grocers


Dwayne Napper, Owens Minor


Shad Sims, Atmos Energy


John Ray, Teleflex


Sonnet Booth, Comcast


Davy Hunt, SouthGroup Insurance


Scott Felsenthal, Whitmor


Nicky Goodson, Intuitive Surgical


Shawn Clayton, Renasant Bank


Wayne Spell, DCRUA


Dane Chamberlin, Entergy


Shane Crain, CN Rail


Tanya Crehan, Thrivent


Danny Sanders, Toshiba


Bobbie Espitia, Ground Support Specialist


Rhodes Thompson, K W Commercial


Matt Kelso, Edward Jones


Trish Spalding, Medline


Dr. Patricia Coats, University of Mississippi - DeSoto


Jay Goss, Trustmark National Bank


Ken Ibsen, Guaranty Bank


Jon Stevenson, Stevenson Enterprises


Ritchie Hampton, Cadence Bank


Diego Lejwa, Express Employment Professionals

						

					

					
					
						
						Mission
						
							
The DeSoto County Economic Development Council's mission is to facilitate, promote and provide effective, unified leadership for economic development and improved quality of life.



The DeSoto Council was incorporated in 1978 by a group of forward-thinking citizens of DeSoto County who saw a need for a unified effort toward economic development in DeSoto County.  Since its beginning, the DeSoto Council has seen the opening and expansion of hundreds of industries, the creation of millions of jobs, and capital investment reaching into the billions.



The Council works closely with business and industry, civic organizations, city and county governments and chambers of commerce in Hernando, Horn Lake, Olive Branch, Southaven, and the Town of Walls.
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					4716 Pepper Chase Drive
	Southaven, MS 38671
	662.429.4414
	info@desotocounty.com


			

		

	







